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1 October 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR:

25X1A
ATTENTION
FROM . Chief, Publications Staff, ORR
SUBJECT Release of Information 25X1C
25X1C
1. It is requested that information from the following sources

in CIA/RR CB 64-59, Soviet Position in Afghanistan Enhanced by the
Arrival of Advanced Weapons Systems, September 1964, SECRET/NO
FOREIGN DISSEM, be examined to determine whether or not there is

any objection to the release of this information 25X1C
25X1C
25X1C
2.  The information used for the chart following page 3 was
taken from EIC-R14-S17, Aug 64, SECRET/NO FOREIGN DISSEM. This
chart and the reference to it on page 1 will be deleted before transmittal
to the foreign governments.
DBXA 3. If this information is approved for release to the above 25X1A

recipients, these sources will be deleted from the bibliography before
the report is forwarded.
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Recent evidence suggesta that a nev mejor arms agreament -- the

rior ooen 257 - | R ~

have been signed bty Afghanistan and the UBSR.* Two types of Soviet missiles

25X1B

wers observed in Ksbul's Tndependsnce Day military parade on 23 August:
the 8A-2 surface-to-air missile (SAM) and what 18 described as on anti-
tank missile {probebly the Suapper or Swatter SE@M, a wire-gulded tactiocal !
gystem). Moreover, purchase of a squadron of Mig-21 supersonic jet
Pighters and several AN-12 turboprop assault trensports may follow.
Although Afgheniston 1s now striving toc adhers to s more “correctly
nﬂtrsl”‘ foreign policy than recemtly, the delivery of such advanced
weapoury presumsbly will further enhsnce the Soviet military presence
in that country.
1. Ney Equigment

I oo of 12 SA-2 mssiles and six antitenk
missiles from the USSR to Afghanistan vas campleted , / Subsequently,
this armament ves featured in Kebul's Independence Day military perade

where 1t elicited gensrnl surprise from the foreign representatives

¥ e graphic for 1ist of military 213 agreenents between Commnist N
sountries and Afghanistan. \
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presant. [ This public display of a "prestipge” item probably was designed

to serve & dusl purpose; (1) to influence Afghap governmentsl and mili-

tary figures during the period prior to spproving the new Constitution,

and {2} to project a hardier military image to thome forsign represen-

tatives viewing the parade. These missiles probably were purchased by

the militsry mission led by Defense Minister Khan Mohammed Khan which 25X1C

o
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thet Ksbul will purchase s squadren (probebly 10-16 aireraft) of Mig-21
S f

Jet figh%erg/as well as four or five An-12 asssult tremsports.* _/

Offiger trainess were being selected in March 1964 to go to the USSR

ST

for traiaing in Mig-19 and Mig-Pl aivcrart. /Although the Mig-19

probably figured in Kebul's earlier plans, the dissatisfaction of other

¥ree World recipients with the plane probably is known to the Afghans

sod 1t 1s doubtful that any will be purchased. The sireraft portion

alone of the new agremnent, if included, could possibly be valued at

move than $20 million at list prices.

25X1C

An eariier report stated that the USSR would provide
two squadrone of Mig-21's and ome squadron of Mig-19's, first deliveries
to be in Mey 196k, Obvicusly such munbers are beyond Kebul's needs,
as well as operstional espabilities and, if ever considered, have been
pared. An T1-18 turboprop pessenger transport has been mentioned es
a pospible purchese, but this would have no military spplication.
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Afghanistan is the £ifth Free World couxtry to be furnished
8AM's by the USSR.* An asalogy with other recipients permits an esti-
mte of the eventusl size of Afghanistan's program. Yo defend Kabul,
at lemat three SAM firing battalione and one technical support battalion
would be required. This progran is valued on the order of $10 million.
Construgtion and training requirements will push en operational reandiness
dste two or more years into the futura. No estimate is possible on the
size of the Snspper or Bwatter inventory: The BRIM amphibiogs combat
recormaissence v;&lg:la is the lsuncher used for the missiles snd to dmte
Kabullas not received any of these vehicles. Purely in terms of squip-
nent, the Mig-21 fighters would prove an enormous performence step-up
from the cbgolete Mig-15's and Mig-17's currently comprising the air
foroe. Likewise, o serious air transport deficlency would be ameliorated
by the sequisition of the An-12 assault transporte. Overall, the new
acquisitions would eventuelly boost the Afghan alr defense capability
inmghsurebly. When opgérational, they probebly would discourage in some
dsgree the alleged Intrusions of Afghan eir space ty Pakistenl air-
eraft. Becpuse of the general ineptitude of the alr foree, however,
this enhenced air defenpe oapsbility probably will not be reslized

within the next two years.

‘ m AR, m&mﬂi&, India, and Ireq have recaived this advapced
Reomtly, Irsg cancelled its SAM program and trausferred

the eq,uim alresdy dalivered to the UAR.

257% o
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Although the present Afghan government appears to be striving
towerd & mwore uwr';act form of neutrality then the former Soviet-leening
regive under Premder Deud, the Soviet presence in Afghenieten coptinues
o be Tirmly established _?/ The Afghan armed forces beve been reorganized,
largely through afvice of the Soviet military aid mission which has
been working on the problem since Marshal Sckolovsky's visit in October
1961 ij Hovember 1963 the Ministry of Rational Defense opemed an
Army 8taff college in Kamul organized and staffed entirely by Russians _?/
Although there is no evidence that the Soviets are in any better positlon
%o sxert leverage on the govermmentsl elite than they have been since
the inception of military aid in 1956, their potemtisl for influence
appears to be demonstrably increasing. Additlonsal Russian technicians
will be required to train indigenous personnel in Afghanisten apd more
Afghan trainees will probably be sent to the USSR for imstruction, in
asddition to the large muwber alreedy th,ere__?/

The purchase of this complex and esrpmnsive equipment, however,
will pose problems for Ksbul. The ssainilation of the advenced weaponry
will reguire a higher level of technlcal competence then has besn
dsmongtrated thus far. Yurthermore, the limited skilled manpover
available in the country will be increasingly strainad by the establish-
memt and operstion of advauced wespons facilities. Finally, whilse the
finsncial dstails of the new egreement are not yet lnown, any lnerease
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4n indebtedness will generate sdaitional diﬂ‘imltiss for the Afghan

E

obligations o +he USER.

Melitary Squipment Delivered by Corpunist Countries to Afghenisten

1956 to the Present
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Iist of Sources

ORR Project 41.5176
25X1C
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Enbassy Kabul, Despatch 24, July 64 (S).

Enbassy Kabul, IT 249, 14 Dec 62 (8).

EIC R14-S17, Aug 64 (S/NFD). S_Nztyj oot
& £ C-RIY-Sr7, @\7 6y , S/NFO  aturr

25X1C

- O o =N O M

Approved For Release 2000/05/12 : CIA-RDP79T01003A002100050002-1

X ~iodd L & em “' o y,i



